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Ducal Decree: All Able Bodiesto Arms for Ravenholt!

HisGrace DukeAlaric hasdeclared that dueto the severity of the Sessuar invasion, all ablebodied men areto report tolocal
officidsfor theformation of Ducd Militia. Inlight of therecent disastrousdefest of the Skyguard Regiment in Capulus, hisGrace

fedsitisimperativethat all citizensbe ableto defend themselvesand their homes.

Ducal scoutsreport that they have greatly underestimated the numbersbeing faced. Also afactor in hisGrace' sdecisionisthe
two-pronged nature of the attack. Hismilitary advisors, having misread theenemy’sinitial intentions, now believethat what is
being referred to asthe Northern Sessuar Army intendsto attack upper reaches of Cumberland, rather than heading towards

Ravenholt City at thistime.
Asfollows, hereinliesthedetailsof His Grace' sdecree:
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Sessuar Swarm Capulus, Begin M oves into Westmarch

On February 1% of thisyear,
theinvading forcesof the Ses-
suar Imperium continued to
presstheoffensiveinthe Bar-
ony of Capulus, extendingthelr
approach tothebordersof the
Barony of Westmarch. Using
the captured port city of Ser-
cia, the enemy continues to
land troopsand suppliesunim-
peded, bolsteringitsforcesand
ranks to a now-estimated

10,000 troops. Thisdaunting
force gppearsintent upon driv-
ing towardsthe capitol city in
the months ahead. Baron
Derek Northridge of West-
march reports having com-
pleted hiscall-up of Baronial
forces, and now rushesto de-
fendthetownsof TradersRed,
Alyndale, and Tarinthon’s
Mines, on the southeastern
borders of Westmarch. The

Skyguard Overwhelmed

Sadly, word has been re-
ceived by theRaven’'sHerald,
that the Ducal Forcesknown
asthe Skyguard Regiment suf-
fered adisastrous defeat out-
sideof Midlothaninthe Bar-
ony of Cagpulus. Thebattletook
place on the night of January
the 27" of this year, as the
Skyguard rushed tothedefense
of theDuchy in attemptsto halt
theinvading Southern Army of
the Sessuar Imperium.

Caught completely in the
open, with no natura defenses
to protect them, the Skyguard
clashed with over 6,000 en-
emy troopsin an ambush that
darted shortly beforemidnight
and continued for many hours.
Vastly outnumbered, Mgjor
Janus Gevinor attempted to
stand hisground, believing his
forces' superior skillswould
overcomethenearly 1tothree
oddsagainst them.

Unfortunately, with hisresur-
rection pointsfurther than an-
ticipate, thecycleof thebattle
did not go in the Skyguard’s
favor. Surviving trooper, John
MacAulif of the Second
Skyguard Battaionwasquoted
assaying, “ They completely

surprised us in the dead of
night. Our scouts had noidea
wherethey were. They com-
pletely ambushed us. Wewere
surrounded, with no hope of
retreat, withintwo hoursof the
first attack. Wefought fiercely
and bravely against the over-
whelming numbersthat contin-
ued to crash into our forma-
tions. Had we been better pre-
pared, we surely would have
defeated even this large an
army. My heart goes out to
themany familiesand friends
who havelost somuch.”

With the loss of over two
thirdsof thisrenowned and re-
spected force, the Duchy now
faces a serious shortfall of
highly skilled and trained war-
riors. HisGraceisexpected
to announces measuresto be
implemented to ensure the
safety of the Duchy.

TheRaven'sHerddwishesto
expressitssympathy todl who
havelogt family membersinthis
great tragedy. Our heartsare
heavy, aswe struggleto keep
our resolve, inthefaceof this,
Ravenholt’sgreatest defeat to
date.

Baronisconfident that hewill
containthislargearmy within
theGrey Hills.
BaronNorthridge sforcesare
being further augmented with
the remains of the Third
Skyguard, which suffered adi-
sastrous defeat outside of
Midlothan (Capulus) latelast
month. “While the invading
army greatly outnumbersus, it
ismy belief that the skill and

bravery of our finest warriors
will succeedinfreeingthe Bar-
ony of Capulusfromthister-
ribleenemy,” hesaid. Baron
Northridge sfiercedetermina-
tionto stand by hiswordsand
protect his people was over-
whelmingly apparent beforehe
left the capitol city tojoin his
troopsinthefield of battle.

ﬁ——

New Guildmistresses
Named

Withtheuntimely death of so
many of Ravenholt’sbest and
brightest healersand magesin
thetragic Scrying Ritual inci-
dent of last December (see
December 596 issue for de-
tails), inwhich, among others,
Viscount Daramor Darkcloud
and Guildmaster Kendrick von
Brumbach took their final
desths, HisGrace DukeAlaric
has seen fit to name replace-
ment Guildmistressesfor both
theHeders andMages guilds.
OnJanuary 15 of thisyear, His
Grace pronounced Tristemere
Mirabad Guildmistressof the
Hedlers Guild, overseeing
Madame Zara, who was as-
signed to be Guildmistress of
theMages Guild.

It isbelieved that the struc-
tureimplementedinthismove
reflects concerns over Ma-
dameZara'spartinthefateful
ritual, asshewaskey inthere-
creation of theill-advised Scry
scroll. Theattempt wasades-

perate measure done in the
hopesthat information could be
found leading to the where-
aboutsof the numerous miss-
ing nobles and heroes of
Ravenholt. Scrying was a
magickal ritual that seemsto
have beenlostinrecent years,
possibly duetoaminor shiftin
the Cyclesof Tyrra. Madame
Zara, having oncebeen ableto
perform Scrying with consid-
erable aptitude, felt shemight
be able to redevel op a scrall
to accomplish something Ssmi-
lar.

GuildmisiressMirabad' sfirst
actwasto call for are-inven-
torying of bath Guilds supplies
Shenotesthat, dueto war-ef-
fortrituas, both Guildsarerun-
ning markedly low onkey com-
ponents, and asksthat, asre-
quested by HisGrace, dl citi-
zenswho come acrossor are
ableto harvest ritual compo-
nentsbring them forth for the
good of the Duchy.



Ghost Laid to Rest

Whilegathered near Glen Farclisduring arecentraid againgt a
Sessuar scouting pogt, local dwarf Hint and agroup of hisfriends
ladtorest thespirit of an unfortunateyoung woman. Theghost's
story wasasad one; shewaswaylaid, given Endavement poi-
son, and ordered to rob arich merchant, whom shekilledinthe
struggle. Shewas caught and sentenced to Obliteration, but
shefled and hid out with agroup of brigands.

A few monthslater, shewastrappedin acave-in andleft to
dieby theleader of thebrigands. Shefound hisdiary inthebag
heleft behind, and discovered inits pagesthat hewastheone
who had Enslaved her. She died therein the cave, with the
evidenceto prove her innocencein her hands.

Flint and hisgroup searched the undead-filled cavesin the
areafor her remains, and eventually found them. Even after
proper burial, however, the ghost still could not rest until her
namewas cleared. Shefollowed the dwarf around for some
time, until finally Flint read thefateful notealoud over her grave.
Theghost faded away into peaceful rest at last, returning only
oncemoretolead Flint to asmall treasure hoard.

Confirmed Dead in Westmar ch and
Capulan War Efforts
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Attackson Clockworks
Continue

Moremishapshave befdlenthe Tinkerer’screations, presum-
ably at thehandsof the clockwork-hating BloodAlliance. While
the peopleof Ravenholt struggleinthewar against the Sessuar,
the Repair Workshop that housed the clockwork known as
Lucienblew upinafireball that engulfed much of thebeachit
was stationed near.

Severa Skyguard soldierswereinjuredintheblast, although
therewerenofatalitiesamong them. Whenthefinal inspection
of the premises was authorized, L ucien was nowhere to be
found. If any of hisremainsexistinthebuilding, they havebeen
reduced to dust. Onesoldier recountstheincident: “ Regiment
[11 has been assigned to thisbuilding for sometime; however,
our watch has been cut down to one man aday, and weonly
make roundsto do it now, rather than standing watch over it.
Luckily, wewerejust nearing the building when it went up.
Shardsof meta werethrown easily amileintotheair. Look at
my shield! Four metal pipeshavegoneright throughit! | was
thrown about 50 feet from the blast. No one could survivethat.”

A servicetunnd wasfound under the complex that the clock-
worksused to moveto and from the small base; however, itis
unlikely that L ucien escaped through thistunnel, ashewasde-
activated during hisrepair work. Thetunnel hasbeen blocked,
but excavation isbeing doneto attempt recovery of someclue
asto what happened.
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