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TheDucal forcesof Raven-
holt clashed again |last week
withtheNorthern Army of the
Sessuar Imperiumwith heavy
lossesinflicted on both sides.
Theinvading army, led by the
general known as ‘ The Red
Hand, for hisdigtinctivesword
hand glove, succeeded indriv-
ing back the defending forces
of the Duchy, opening theway
for theenemy to quickly take
the upper lands of the Barony
of Eastwyck. The defenders
succeededin delaying the ad-

Sessuar Advance

vance long enough to fully
evacuatetheremaining citizens
from Giant’'s View and
Elvesvood.

Onthemorning of Marchthe
8", the Northern Army
stormed from their positions
outside the burning town of
Goblin Tooth Gap, attempting
to cut off thedefending forces
stationed near Giant’s View
that weredtill reding fromtheir
latest lossesthere. With little
pause, the Red Hand, at-
tempting to position hisarmy

acrossthefrontier, presumably
to stretch Sessuar control tothe
long abandoned Mystic Wood,
effectively trapped afull third
of Baron Alan Moonwind's
forcesfrom suppliesandrein-
forcements. Still outnumbered,
Baron Moonwind gavetheor-
dersto evacuate the towns of
Giant’sView and Elveswood
by nightfall. Thelong line of
refugeesthat slowly plodded
south towardsuncertain safety
inthe Capital City weresure
that they would not see their

homesagain.

Onthemorning of Marchthe
9™, the Imperium and Ducal
forces engaged asthe last of
the citizens of Giant’s View
wererushed from the conflict
area. Thosethat stayed behind
took up sword, rakeor clubin
hopes of bolstering Baron
Moonwind’'s beleaguered
forces. The Imperium again
assaulted straight for the Per-
manent Earth Circleof thede-
fenders, as has now become

Advance(Cont’d on Page3)

Since the start of the war, |
havebeen prevailed uponfrom
timetotime, to correspond for
the Raven’sHerad, relaying
newsof thefront combat lines
fromwhichwefight. Thewar
isnot agloriousthing towrite
about. Thereareno truewin-
nersin awar, someone once
told me, only survivors. The
war wecurrently wagewiththe
forcesof the Sessuar Imperium
isonefor our very survival.

Writing about the actual
battleswe havefaced isdiffi-
cult: To convey thetruehorror
that themen and women of the
Duchy go through during an
engagement is typically too
overwhelming to describein
words. What | canwriteabout
are the deeds of those in
charge, the overall display of
where we fought, and what

Lioncourt Lost

gainsand losseswe have en-
dured. Itisasuch alossabout
which | write.

Typically, | try not to show
you, thereaders, theemotions
fromthebattlefieldsthat | asa
writer go through upon prepar-
ing another report to The
Herald'seditor. Itisdifficult
enough to fight alongside
someonewhoisdefending the
very soil he or she had tilled
only last fal. You get to know
them, depend upon thoseyou
fight closest with, asthe hated
enemy sometimesreturnsfive
or Sx timesafter you haveseen
their body disspatebeforeyou
during battle. Sometimesthe
body that dissipatesisthat of
your right hand partner in
battle. Another of my sad du-
tiesisalsotoinformtheHer-

adof thosewhowill nolongerl

be ableto help to defend our
Duchy. To report the dead.
Some arethose | have never
seen and somearethosethat |
cdl family...

| amamember of Lioncourt.

Baron Moonwind would not
allow us pause to celebrate.
We had just crushed the en-
emy that had tried to createa
barrier between our forcesand
theremaining freeDuchy. The
Black Robed Mageshad again
been backlashed before com-
pletion of their own resurrec-
tion circlesandtheir guarding
troopswehad killed toaman.
The enemy had been purged
fromthisstretch of landwecdl
“Home.” Reversing our
course, Baron Moonwind
urged us forward to relieve
those we had left behind in
Elveswood to bait the enemy

by Koryon Greymeir

whilewe had sprung thistrap.
Borax Battlehammer, my part-
ner, expressed a feeling of
deep concernfor hiskinaswe
hurried back towardsthe bulk
of the Sessuar NorthernArmy.
Several familiesappeared on
the road before us, fathers
clutchingtheir childrenclose,
mothersweeping besidethem.
Thelast family, flanked by two
of our scouts, came stumbling
up the small hill towards our
position, theman pleading for
healing and hel p. Borax rushed
totheinfant that thefather was
carryingand provided thechild
withthelast of hislife-giving
spells. Thefamily was over-
joyed uponreaching the safety
of our forcesand thanked Bo-
rax profusaly beforepausingto
tell therest of their tale.

Lioncourt (Cont’d on Page?2)



Lioncourt (Cont’d from Page1)
Ahead of uslay the entire Sessuar Northern Army. They had

sacked Elveswood and set it tofire after destroying the Earth
Circlewithin. The enemy had not paused, however, for this
family to escapethesword and theflames. Lioncourt had thrown
themselves agai nst the ond aught so that thissmall family and
others, before, could escape. Asit wasreported to me, Tem-
pusLioncourt, theleader of thiscommoner’steam, who had
taken up the mantel of leadership from the surviving members
of thecommoner’sgroups Stormwatchand Anvil, camly dis-
mounted from hisgreat warhorse, called hisgroup together and
proclaimed that they had to get thisfamily out. Taking Tempus
horse, thefamily fled beforethe approaching army asLioncourt
guardedther retreat. Thewarhorsehad finaly givenout amile
from our position, amost killing thesmall child that it had la-
bored to carry to safety.

Baron Moonwind rallied our forces and with a renewed
strength of purpose we rushed forward in an attempt to save
our valiant friends and defenders. We could see beforeusthe
smokerisng fromtheburning town. Thequiet treesof theMystic
wood to our left seemed to urge us on faster. We held our
breathsaswe cameto thelast rise beforethetown and looking
down acrossthefieldsyet planted, beheld the sight of theen-
circled defenders, the colorsof Black and Red flyingintheface
of theenemy. They were surrounded it seemed, by theentirety
of theNorthern Army, bent on the sole destruction of thosethat
had alowed asmall family to escapethe burning conflagration
of their homes. With aroar we engaged the enemy closest to
us, yet we could not makethemyield. Aswestroveto drive
back theenemy, to stand next to our friendsthat savagely fought
off theinvading horde, | saw Bishop pausefrom hismerciless
hammering of hisenemiesand |ook towardsour assault. The
blood streamed down hisfaceand | could seeasmileuponhis
face, we were that close, for he knew that those they were

fighting for had been saved. At hissidewere Drano and Ajax,
deflecting blowsfromtheenemy isthey tried to crash in upon
them. Chastity stood aside my friend Dehlar, both appeared
gravely wounded asthey struggled to continuethefight. The
half-ogre Skirgewith hisfather’ssword, cleaved dl who rushed
against him. Garth and Brendel |aboriously supported their
flanks. Tempus, Purdue, and Johan of Ribeunleashing celestia
terror beforethem. Another rush of the enemy and theflag of
Lioncourt was pulled down fromthefield. Borax gaveacry,
for he could not see hiskin Drano amongst the collapsed de-
fenders. Baron Moonwind shouted for afurther push towards
their last stand. The enemy turned and pushed back. Fromthe
hill, our archerslet loose several deadly volleysin attemptsto
clear apath to our downed friends, and Borax unleashed the
last of hisbinding magics, but thewavewould not break, and
the ond aught began forcing usback. Baron Moonwind pulled
our forces back: We had | ost our raceto save our friends, we
darenot lose ourselvesin our attempts at vengeance.

For reasons unknown to us, the enemy did not pursue that
evening. We marched wearily from the battle, heading south
towardsthemistsof Shandlin’sFerry. Wewereto campthere
and await the return of those lost on the field this day. The
closest resurrection point was now at Goblinsbane. Word ar-
rived just before midnight. Lioncourt waslost. Of those that
had bravely stood their ground only Brendel had resurrected.
Hesent word to Borax and | that hewasgoing toremainthere
to seeto our friends. Baron Moonwind cameand offered his
condolences. The Baron theninformed therest of histroops of
the sad news, | barely heard the words he spoke, my tears
continuing to fall to the ground. Thewar would continue, but
not for my friends. They had fought and lost their livesasall
before and after themwill, defending our homesand our chil-
dren. Good-bye my friends, Ravenholt shall missyour cour-

age...

Killed in theLineof Duty During the Battle of Elveswood

Announcing a Fund for the Newly Founded

GillesAlek Garth Nacippe Marjery

LdlieAleshandra Margalo Gavino TheodricMédaneigh Ajax and Drano Battlehammer
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Ajax Batlehammer | Robert Handsbreadth | SylwanPilloma follow.”
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Adran Fear%ker M d’]mw M a Ch&lty Vd da' gua' d Send contributions care of Borax Battlehammer, Ravenholt
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Gurn Advances Blocked

The Southern Army of the Sessuar Imperiumwasheldin check]
early thismonth by Ducd forcesscrambling to containthegrow-
inginvasion. With hastily prepared defenses outside thetown
of GurnintheBarony of Westmarch, defending forcescom-
prised of remaining troops of the shattered Skyguard Regiment
and withdrawn Capulan militiaforces, augmented by the bulk|
of the Baronial forcesof Westmarch, succeeded in bloodying]
thejuggernaut of the Southern Sessuar army. The engagement
lasted for over 48 hours before the opposing | mperium Gen-
erd disengaged histroops, possibly to eva uated the defensive

(Cont’donp4)

Advance(Cont’d from Pagel)
their standard method of attack. The Ducal army gavelittle
ground as severa waves of soldierscrashed against theforti-
fied line only to be sent back to their point of resurrection. As
the Red Hand prepared his second assault, Baron Moonwind
unleashed asavage counter-assault against their unprepared
positionsasthe dreaded Black Robes attempted to raise new
Earth Circlesfor acloser resurrection base. The Commoner’s
group known asLioncourt, spearheading the attack, success-
fully disrupted two formal magic ritualsbeing performed. The
backlash sent all of themagesinvolved, hopefully, totheir per-
manent deaths. The explosion of magic wasfollowed by an
evenlouder cheer from the Ravenholt defendersfromtheir po-
stionsasthe counter-assault was soon bl unted and pushed back.

Seemingly angered by the sudden loss of hismagic support,
the Red Hand | ed the next assault upon the ducd lines, therage
and determination clear upon hisface. Baron Moonwind and
his court threw themselves agai nst the genera’ s phalanx that
had suddenly breached the defending positions. Too latedid
the defenders realize that a second assault had aso been
launched to the south of their positionsin an attempt toencircle
the protectors. Baron Moonwind ordered ageneral retreat to
protect histroopsfrom being surrounded. Night fell asthein-
vaderspressed their gains, forcing the defendersfrom another
key point of defense. The Permanent Earth Circleof Giant’s
View was destroyed shortly before midnight. Thewar cries
from the enemy echoed acrossto Baron Moonwind' sforcesas
they fell back to their last defensive point of the north.

Thefollowing morning, the Imperium army set out againto
repest their featsof the previousday. Baron M oonwind' sscouts
noted alarger than previoudy seen detachment from theenemy
proceed south again and the Baron correctly assumed that this
forcewasmeant to strike at the sametime asthe main assaullt.
Not wishing to be cut off from the rest of the Duchy, Baron
Moonwind ordered aflanking maneuver from hisforces, leav-
ing the screening force composed of alight unit and members
of Lioncourt to ensure that the enemy’ s scouts continued to

believe that the Ravenholt forces had proceeded back to the
town of Elveswood. The Duca army succeededin overtaking
the southern routing forces, surprising them onceagain asthey
attempted to erect resurrection circles. The Black Mageswere
dealt asecond defeat within asmany days. Theremaining en-
emy troopswerequickly annihilated, having been caught inthe
open plainsoutside the Mystic Wood.

With littletimeto celebrate, Baron Moonwind reversed the
duca army, attempting to relievethe defendersin Elveswood.
It wasarace against timeto seewhich forceswould engage or
support thewoefully outnumbered troops stationed there. Un-
fortunately luck wasnot onthe Baron’ssidethistime. TheRed
Hand'sscouts must have seen themaneuversof themainforces
or word was sent from the enemy’ sresurrection circlesof the
defeat to the south. With little to stand against him, the Red
Hand ordered hisforcesto take Elveswood and level thetown.
With severd familiestill attempting to flee the sudden combat
zone, the members of Lioncourt bravely stood their ground
aganst overwhel ming odds attempting to buy timefor theflee-
ing noncombatants and hoping against hopethat help would
arrive. Fighting arunning battle, leaving the burning town be-
hind and effectively closing anorthern pincer about the Duchy,
Lioncourt succeeded in getting the refugeesout of harm’sway
asthe Sessuar Army closed around them. Baron Moonwind's
army arrived too late on the sceneto prevent their deathsas
they savagely defended their position. Theground about them
waslittered with many shattered swords, shieldsand armor as
it appeared they gavefar more deathsthan they took.

Word arrived to Baron Moonwind that evening asthe Duca
forcesmarched to renew their defensesjust North of Shandlin's
Ferry, that many of themembersof Lioncourt did not success-
fully resurrect. Saddened by theloss of such spirited warriors,
Baron Moonwind gaveasmall speech about their spirit of sac-
rificein the defense of the Duchy. The Baronthenretired his
army for the evening and sent word to His Grace of the battles.

While news of thelosses of the Northern Frontier in East-
wyck and of Lioncourt are saddening and tragic, the Ducal
army succeeded in evacuating thelast remaining citizensinthe
areaand bloodying the nose of the Northern Army of the Ses-
suar Imperium. Ducdl scoutsreported seeing fewer of the Black
Robed Mageswithin their ranksin the daysfollowing those
battles. Baron Moonwind cautiously reported that thismay
changetheir aggressive assault tacticsif the enemy issoon un-
ableto erect resurrection pointscloseto theareas of battle. It
was a so reported that the invaders seem satisfied with their
advances and have once again set up full campto reorganize
before continuing thewar. Asboth sideslick their woundsin
the Northern campaign, it ishoped that aturning point soon
presentsitsalf for our side.
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Undead Numbers
Decr

The defendersof Ravenholt have exhaed acollective sigh of
relief thiswinter asUndead movement, usualy heavy over the
winter, hasdowed considerably. Garren Sillanian, amember
of the Ravenholt Town Guard, wasoverheard to say that, “It's
likethey al just packed up andleft. You' dthink with thewar
and all, there’d bemoreof ‘em. Every sooftenyou’ll seea
littlezombieor somethin’ skitter acrossthefidd, but they’ Il walk
right past you likeyou weren't eventhere-- likethey’ reona
mission or something.”

Attemptsto |ocate the destination of such undead have as of
yet been unsuccessful, and thereason for thelack of Undead
numbers has been much specul ated about, but as of yet re-
mainsundiscovered.

On Harmonic Magic
by Amadeus Baljar

| think maybethereis much confusion on how the Harmony
works, sol try to tell peoplewhat to expect, en? Some of the
gaje, they been calling the spellsingers someting like a
harmonicasts. That'spretty clumsy, eh? Spellsinger isgood.

The Harmony magic workstwoways, for thehearth and trav-
eling. For the hearthisharder to cast, but more powerful. For
the hearth magic you gottabein aroom and the spellsinger
gotta pace the bounds of that room and do that again if they
goesout an comes back, unlessthey usesaspell to makethe
pacing stick. For theextratroubleof theroom, theHarmony is
stronger and can make more than one casting at atime, so
makes many healingsor protectives, or whatever.

Whatever else, the spellsinger gottahaveatuner, sortalikea
spellbook, and before casting the spellsinger gottasay some-
thingto call themagicandwhat way iscasting. Each spdlsanger
must say something different and personal and must singtheir
ownsongs. There'snoway for spellsingersto help each other.
Todat, | say, “May Harmony dwell inthisroom” for thehearth
magicand“May Harmony dwell inme” for thetraveling magic.

All peoplewhat getsaspell effect gottabeclosewheniscast,
because Harmony isjust liketouch casting of the other magics.
The spellsinger sayswho gonnaget what, then gottasing the
song. The song gottabe pretty good poetry and music, or the
Harmony don’t work. If the spellsinger play thetune of the
song on an instrument before the song, or play pretty along
with the song, getsone morecasting. The song gottabe about
one second per level, plusthe name of the spell, and it takes
effect when sing the spell nameat theend.

That’sabout it. Oh, and there’saway to put themagicina
crysta, sortalike putting thestar magicinascroll. That'show
you can cast somebody else’'ssong.

X guard Concludes
Clockwork Investigation

Several monthsago, aclockwork repair station guarded by
Skyguard Regiment |11 had exploded without warning. The
clockwork L ucien wasthought to have beeningde, undergoing
repairs. Skyguard hasbeeninvestigating theincident. Ser-
geant Kruereports, “We have excavated agood portion of the
building. Most of it wasturned to rubble. Some may have
been awarethat therewasan accesstunnel beneath thebuild-
ing. We uncovered two charred skeletonsin the wreckage,
which | canonly assumewere Blood Alliance assassinswho
tripped apowerful door trgptryingto getinto thebuilding through
that accesstunnel. Lucienwasnowhereto befound; however,
we have found no wreckage that seemsto befrom hisbody.
Further investigation of the accesstunnel hasresultingin cave-
insamile or so down the corridor. These cave-insseem to
have been done with heavy tools. | assume that the clock-
worksthemselveswith to prevent the Blood Alliancefrom us-
ingther tunnels”

Skyguard Regiment 111 isschedul ed for heavy border patrol-
ling now that their investigation isconcluded.

Gurn (Cont’d from Page 3)
positions.

Captain Maximillian Greystone, recently promoted for hisvalor
inrescuing over two hundred trapped citizens of Capulusand
destroying Sessuar supply caravans, led small counter-assaults
against Sessuar lines, keeping the invaders off balance.
Greystonerepestedly rallied histroops asthe battle threatened
to overwhelm and break the defenders.

The battlewas not without cost though, assevera bravewar-
riorsfel throughout the engagement and failed to successfully
resurrect. Among these honored heroeswere Bedlam and Fe-
rd of Westmarch, Va linger Sormcrow of Capulus, and Mgjor
Janus Gevinor of theformer Third Skyguard. HisGracehas
requested they be buried with honorswhentime permits. Scouts
estimate enemy casualtiesat abovethree hundred. Scoutsalso
brought newsof additiona enemy reinforcements, now thought
to beabove onethousand strong. Severd large caravanswere
reported to be moving towardsthe front lines, one possibly
containing a battalion of the dreaded Black Robed Mages.
Goodwin and Keswick Crossing are being evacuated to East-
wyck or towardsthe Capitol City in anticipation of further Ses-
suar breakthrough attempts. His Grace hasfurther ordered the
closngand seding of dl remaining minesthroughout the Duchy
to prevent their use by the enemy in the event of capture. All
unused sted! isto be gathered by local officialsand forwarded
to weapons-making pointsthroughout the Duchy to assistin
thewar efforts. Thosefarmsclosest to conflict areas areurged
to gather any usablefoodsbefore evacuating.
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