Raven’s Herald

MYSIica

For dmost ayear, Ravenholt
has been subjected to periodi-
cal harassment by a set of
monolithsthat had risenaround
theboundariesof thecity.

Investigations by several
bandsof adventurersand citi-
zensof Ravenholt had shown
that themonolithswere of Ar-
caneorigin. Informationgained
fromT.F. Arcevol suggested
that the deviceswerepart of n
ancient artifact created by an
unknown race. Theexact na-
ture of the device was un-
known, but Arcevol sated that
theartifact may havebeen cre-

Might and Magicks

OCKWwave

atedto destabilizemagic. Over
thelast few months, it gppeared
as if Arcevol were correct.
globesof iridescent energy ab-
sorbing magic, stone con-
structsdestroying wardsand
other barriers, andthelast fall,
themonolithsprojected afield
of entropy, disrupting al magic
that entered it.

After theinitial gppearanceof
themonoliths, severd citizens
went about deciphering the
strangerunes carved upon the
surfaces of the stone pillars.
The writing gave the key to
enteringeachmonalith. Citizens

Mystic Wood Elves

Disap

pear

Shortly after the Gathering of Noblesin Ravenholt City on
May **, many reportsbegan to hurriedly cometo the attention
of variousmagigratesand sheriffsthroughout the Duchy of miss-
ing friendsor loved ones. Asthese disappearancesgrew, it be-
came apparent that only those of the Mystic Wood Elf race
were reported missing. Fast riders sent word to Baroness
Ganthe of Eastwyck of the disturbing news. The Baroness
quickly dispatched the Eastwyck Rangersto investigate the
Mystic Wood itself for any clues asto these disappearances.
Led by Knight-Champion, Sir Victar, the Rangersentered the
Mystic Wood on the morning of May the ** and found ...
nothing.

The Mystic Wood was a peaceful,, undisturbed place. Ani-
malswere seen all about asthe Rangers proceeded deeper into
their mission. Theday itself wasquitesunny and alight breeze
softly caressed thetreesfrom thewest. After afruitless search
throughout the entire day, the Rangersretired to Elveswood for
the evening. Subsequent missionsonthenext threedaysfailed
to provideany additiona evidence of themissing people.

“It'sasif they never existed,” Sir Victar wasquoted after the
fourth day of searching. “Welooked under almost every rock
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roughout Duchy

speaking the names of the
monoliths were mystically
transported to one of several
chambers where they were
tested for strength of body,
mind, spirit and determination.
It seems that after several
teamsdefeated thetest of one
monolith, the next monolith
would beaccessble. It wasnot
until the group now known as
Stormwatch, led by Drax and
Cynesra, entered the second
monolith, that Ravenholt dis-
covered the cause of themys-
tical assault. Upon enteringthe
central chamber, Stormwatch

was set upon by theleader of
theLizardmen, Primus. Even
with six of their members cut
down, Stormwatch subdued
Primuswith binding spells, but

beforethey could questionhim,
hevanished from the chamber
threatening doom ur e
“Warm blooded
Ravenholt. Hiscle

almost cametrue

latefall, themon
afield of entrop
lizedmagic. Thi
effect wassop
stripped citizel

BY DECREE OFHISROYAL MAJEST
I of theRoya Houseof Endarr, by Signandt
tionthe One TrueKing of Evendarr, Lord of Al.
and of its Several Peoples, Knight Protector of .
Homelands, L ord Guardian of theWaters, Mars
Armies, Lord HighAdmira of the Navies, Knight

ian of the Roya Ways, and in concordance with

Highnesses, the PrincessLillian Rotari, and PrincesKevynn
Blackfox and MilesTegg of the Principditiesof Evendarr,
WeDo Hereby Cdl ForthAll Nobles, Citizens, and People
of Good Will to Bear Witnessto The Coronation of His

Royal Maesty Mykel AndrosWillem Lawrance Endarr

asKing and Liege of the Realm of Evendarr and of All Its

Landsand Watersand of All Its Peoples.

ThisCeremony shall take placeat the8th Hour after Mid-
night, inthe Royd Plazain Evendarr City on Midsummer’s
Day, the 20th Day of June, inthe 596th Year of the Realm.

In Honor of Our New King and Liege, aWeek of Na-

madeAware.
By TheKing'sCommand

tional Celebration and Feasting isDeclared.
All Personsare Commanded to Give Ear to thisDecree
and to Bring Word to Any and All who have not been

Onthis30th Day of March, 596 Y.R.
Lord Dugan Haversham, Roya Chancellor of Evendarr




other «.

toforgeamuiersu e «ocanurur
atimehold off thedestructive
natureof theenergy fieldsand
dlow many other bravecitizens
into thethird monolith, where
important loreabout themono-
lithswerefound.

Late Saturday night on the
25th,with several explosions
and bursts of energy a fifth
monolitharosefromtheground
in the center of the common
fiddsin Ravenholt. nowriting
was seen upon the stone, and
noonedaredtotouchitsglow-
ing surface. Though several
citizenstried to enter themono-
lith, it gppearsthat thelanguage
that it wastranslated fromis
very different in pronunciation,
and it wasn't until Sunday
morning that the correct pro-
nunciationwaslearned. Unfor-
tunately with many of theciti-
zensdrained of their resources
from helping the Crimson
Guard, none were willing to
facethepossbleondaught that
Primusand hiselitewarriors
had set for them in the cham-
bersof themonaliths. Itwasn't
until several citizens were
warned from multiple sources
that thesixth hour of the after-
noonwould betoo lateto stop
Primus and the destructive
plansthat he had setinmotion

‘izensthentried

‘forced back.

/thosewho

succeeded

sts could

.. Rumors

zenstried

stop the

lattempted

st put before

were: Dame

gishop, Connor

af, Cynesra, Delahr

_.eymist, Drano

Battlehammer, Drax, Sir

Haval ock, Tempus, and sev-

eral others unknown to the
Herddat thistime.

Only withthecombined effort
of theArcane Bladewielded
by the Crimson Guard, and
several citizenscalling upon
strangelore, werethosewho
had not been allowed to pass
ableto enter themonolith. Itis
said that the battle against Pri-
musraged on and on, aswave
after wave of lizardmen and
sauriansdiedtryingtodow the
people of Ravenholt. Even
when Primuswascut down, he
laughed, callingthemfoolsfor
he had already activated the
devicethat would destroy them
al.

With quick wit, and somein-
sight from  Arracor
Stormhaven, they wereableto
stall Primus’ planwith barely
two minutes|eft. Thesebrave
peoplewerethrowninto ase-
ries of challengesthat tested
themtotheir limit. When they
weredone, they left the mono-
lithand returned to the center
of the Commonsjust outside
themonoalith, not knowing how
successful they had been.

At the second hour past noon

onthe 27th thefifth monolith
exploded inaburst of arcane
energy that has destabilized
magicwithintheboundsof the
Duchy of Ravenholt. Theen-
ergy released by thefifthmono-
lith seemsto have altered the
flow of magic in the Duchy,
said a representative of the
Mage'sGuild. SnceRavenholt
isnear severd ley lines, andour
worldisclosely connected to
severa other planes, thedan-
gerisnot over. It appearsthat
many objects of mystical
power failed, some grew hot
to thetouch, and otherswere
unaffected. After several days
of investigation, both guilds
have found that many of the
objects that had lost their
power are now active again,
but losing their enchantment
dowly. After further investiga
tion, the Guildshavefound that
mystical objectsthat wereto
surviveuntil the next cycleof
changes may be losing their
power. Worst yet isthat theflux
in magic has altered thinsto
such an extent that even the
most basic of objectsarefail-
ing. Already, potions, scrolls,
and eventhemystical herbsin
achemicd solutionsseemtobe
breaking down. It appearsthat

many, if notal mysticd devices
aredecaying and will becom-
pletely drained beforethefirst
snow fdl. Bothguildsarelook-
ing into waysto slow thede-
cay of magic. The Duke has
stated that any knowledgethat
helpsinstopping or dowingthe
decay may berewarded.

Weat theHerald would like
to thank those citizens who
fought against Primus and
bought ustimeagainst hishid-
eous plans. These are the
names of the heroes that we
know of: Daenar, Antro Ac-
cipiter, Johann of Ribe, Sir
Haval ock, Tarlisen
MacFarlane, Garth Seyseyer,
Marsan, Tempus, Bishop,
Kestryn, Scott, Calvin
Littlefield, Azamar, Donnal,
Talin, Balliwick Stormhaven,
Arracor Stormhaven, Brendel
Poundstone, MartimusWilder,
Drano Battlehammer, Delahr
Greymist, Sir Togan I cciteri
CountessAltair Lithill Raven-
hurst, Keylaof Dragonshire,
Cynesra, Taimar Korugar,
Silverwing, Nevillr
Vallenwood, Conr
Darkwolf, SrAryenne Shel
and Reilan Silvertalo
Dragongshire.

and twig throughout thewood
with no signthat anyoneever
had lived within. It was quite
disturbing. | felt asthough the
Mystic Wood itself washold-
ing itsbreathewaiting for an
answer.”

Duke Andros and Duchess
Alexahave sent word to other
Duchiesthroughout the King-
domin hopesof word or clues
on this strange occurance.
Lake Hollum was also sent

word shortly after Sir Vict
first report. HisGrace hasfu
ther ordered that any informa
tion at all isto be forwarded
immediately to Baroness
Ganthewho hastaken over the
investigation.

As many of our family and
friendshavegonemissingitis
hoped that they arealive and
safeand that their unexplained
disappearance can be quickly
unraveled



News from Are’ am

Evendarr City ~Thepennantsaref’ sinther
best finery becauseeveryonecan s *buzz
with excitement over theformal ¢ nis
still surrounded by asense of w 20f
ital. After all, Mykel wascro he
crowned again. To briefly ren of
time’ astheresult of amysteric til
the autumn of 595 when heag ne
seven monthslater, hewill bec ca
historian and amateur astrologer i rag-
onsand Rifts, | suppose. | hadthec, Lreturn
toour city, and heseemsevery incha.

M eanwhile speculation reignsabout the .. lloni disap-

peared from Saxony Keep during thetimetha. asassumed sheis
currently hiding with her Sessuar dlies.

“All stepsare being taken to locate her,” said Lord Ambrose Huntington, the King's chief
advisor. “ Colvendar Riechart, being so closaly related to thetraitor, isvery anxiousto settlethe
matter onceand for al, and we have no doubt that heis prepared to take any length to secure
theTraitor’scapture.”

Colvendar Riechart, asFiled Commander of the Roya Army, aswell asbrother tothe Traitor

[loni, hasbeen placedinchar~~ ~

Unity Volta~Yet *have caused the Unity Wizard's
Guildtoofficid" F¥inVoltanHigory.“ Amyrdin
MacAilan, r ‘d, “Therehasnever beena
Ve ‘ear will truly godownin

'legendsof the serpent

1ent. Thefactthat it has

1t,” asMacAilan points

eis, admittedly agreat
Jedtuationwith Niman,
_nonfor peopleto bemore

.S0 many reports of strange
£rpent reportsaretheresult of

.wayswatched for the Serpent,” said vet-

.1uw she' s been about morefor usto see. Of course
.at our seeing the Serpent isnothing but shot nerves. |

Elemental Junctureto Occur

Eastwyck Town

Overrun

Thesmdl townof Alnwickin
the barony of Eastwyck was
recently destroyed. According
to our sources, theassault was
performed by alargeforce of
elementals in an attempt by
Skaneto kill one of our own
local notables, Kestryn
Ardaen. Sheand her husband,
former knight of Eastwyck
Vastin Ardaen maintained a
residence in the formerly
peaceful town. Itisnot known
at this time whether the two
wereinresidencewhentheat-
tack took place. Baron Victdar
of Eastwyck has announced
relief effortsfor the displaced
citizenry, but detailswereun-
available at the time of this
printing.

HEALER' SGUILD SEEKH-
NG COMPONENTS
TheRavenholt Heder’sGuilg
sinterested in acquiring most
any ritual component that may
be available. Theguildisof-
fering an averageof 1.5 golg
for most common components
and 2 gold for common powe
components.
The Guild servesthegreatet]
good of Ravenholt, and any
components that we receive
are used to those ends, not for|
persond gains. Any helpinthis
regard would begresatly appref
Ciated.
~Kendrick, Guildmaster
Ravenholt Heder’'sGuild

Astrologers and seers have concurred that aminor elemental juncturewill occur around the 15th of June. During thistime,
elemental magickswill be strengthened as our worlds connection to the elemental planesgrowsclose. Itisbelieved that the
circlesof power that were placed in Ravenholt by Skane*the Elemental Lord” could have been used asapowerful focusfor
summoning rituals had they not been destroyed months ago. The Herald has al so received reportsthat several outposts of
Skane' swereraided and theelementa circlesthere destroyed over theweek of the 26th of May. the Duke hasissued awarning
toal citizensto bealert to any elemental activity, and that evidence showsthat Skane may be planning an assault during the

juncture.



L etters

PEOPLE OF RAVENHOLT~ Many timesyour displaysof
vaor and generosity enabled usto show themettle of our Duchy.
Many times| have called on your aid and never havel been
disappointed. You have my undying gratitude, and should know
that | will dwaysreturnthat aid. Ask and | will giveof myself as
the need requires and | am able. For your many acts most
especidly thosethanklesstasksyouwe come, | extend my greti-
tude. -AlaricMdinruin, Baron of Capulus, Servant of Raven-
holt

IN DEBT TO THE FINE PEOPLE OF RAVENHOLT

My name as many of you have learned, is Devon Divaad
MacDeiss. | amaweary old manwith threefine childrenwho
joinmeinlooking to afuturewithout the dark shadow of the
past many years. | do not write these wordsto tell my tale,
rather to give thanksto the many peoplewho achieved aglori-
oussuccesseven at thepoint that | had given up and accepted
falure. 1 will likely missmany names, and even more deeds of
great valor soindeferenceto my failing memory let mesay this
of the citizenry of Ravenholt. | camebearing only dire news
and promiseof ill. Both noble and commoner dikestood forth
to offer meaid. Thewisdom and the strength of the peoplewas
often herdded to even asimpleman asmysdf, what wasgriev-
oudly absent from the reportsthe astounding generosity and
kind hearted quality of you people. Not oncein my entire quest
for help did someonetell me*No, | will not help you.” Not
onceinmy entirequest for help did someone barter apricefor
their efforts.

Not o~~~

“~wet my decisonto seek helpin Raven-
~aver thank sufficiently, know
searnedthepraiseof one
turedays.
‘hedark power of a
vs, and thekey to
dark foes. | was
1echill touch of
f Stormwatch
 their number

Imetoseetothe

1Spatched many a

~ould not forget the

.arraliedforcestoen-
adindisaster.

. .ieresolutionwhichwelearned
wouldTrecu w w wuunii Siroccokembar from the clutchesof the
IncubusAncid Keysand prevent the corruption of that pure
power by suchadark man. I’ Il not soon forget thefearful march
into the degp woodsin which my heart neared stopping many

times, but continued forth with the bravery of my three com-
panions, DameLilith, Sarrin, and abrave young gypsy whose
name hassadly been stolen by my fright. | owethe many groups
who pursued spiritsand provided somecounsel onfurther atroci-
tiesof Ancid, and certainly | could not forget thethreetireless
ladies: Radl, Chagtity, and Cynesrawho deciphered thetabl ets.
How many groups set upon amission of survival whiletheir
counterpartsunraveled themystery in dow painful pieces, | will
never know, or properly thank. Still further effortsfromthe
weary runnerswho ran into the danger of the dark circleto
fetch the needed soil to continue our quest. When Ancid' sdark
powersspawned atorrential stormto highlight our impending
defeet, it was Eastwyck and Stormwatch who stood forth again
to fight to the last, and returned having freed the will of
Siroccokembar.

At thispoint | had accepted defeat because despitethefree-
ing of hiswill, the power of Srroccokembar was4till inthecon-
trol of Ancid and the cursethat he had planned. Thecursewas
shown to mein my wife'sundead form. It wasthen that the
grength of Sarrinand G’ yoko Tsukimi Kinto Ruinvorninspired
afinal chanceto extract avictory. The Licheform of Aubrey
knew full well whereAncid held Siroccokembar. By entresting
achallenge, it hoped that might could break down the cursed
Spirit that corrupted thewoman | lovewhilereason might reach
deep enough to convincethisspirit tolead usto theimprison-
ment. Their Gracessanctioned thisplan and as| watched build-
ing after building stand unified to support thiscause, | dowly
watched our plan garner success. Many chosethepath of might
andthevalor of Quickie, Feral, and Lord Magistrate Ezariah
stand foremost in my mind.

Still thosewho stroveto reach through that might to touch my
Aubrey had their great effect and with two opportunitiesfor
reason remaining, Capulusand thelone G’ yoko stood to bring
mesuccess. | know not who of those reached degpest but both
reached her, and she left me with a promise to provide the
needed information and apleafor meto choosewell thosewho
would have chanceto end her curseaswell asmineand that of
our children. | chosefromwhat | had seenthat dark and stormy
evening, | chose from those that stood forth when | had ac-
cepted defeat asAncid destroyed that circle whereupon my
success had balanced. Thirteen, an unlikely number for suc-
cess, strodeinto Ancid’sdomain and only they cantell thetale
of their success. They freed Siroccokembar, they freed the chil-
dren MacDeiss, they freed my now deceased Aubrey, and they
freed Devon MacDeiss. They all bear acharm of aunicorn,
and al weretouched by the spirit of the unicornthey freed, but
what | shall remember isthat they and many othersof equal
heart and spirit touched my lifeand | amthe better for it. Thanks
untoall of youfinecitizensof our great Duchy.



