Raven’s Herald

_ _ Valor and Might _ _ September, 596
CapulusDeclaresVictory Over Sessuar

ThisAugust, Ravenholt won minor victory in Capulusover the Sessuar. Thelooming threat of Sessuar invasion hasbeeninthe
mindsof virtialhv ~ -~ eitizen of Evendarr for sometime, but now the people of Ravenholt can breathealittle easier after this
hearte~

vith those of the Imperium, and at first thingsdid not bode well asthe Sessuar mages

“ulan fleets. But the destabilization of magicksaround Ravenholt actually did our

suar weather control and their storm suddenly blew away. With help from other
"eableto defeat the Sessuar forceswith only moderate effort.

ilities, such asres stanceto certain magical and alchemical attacks. Despite

Nt were unableto take any actual free Sessuar captive, asoncethey were

st beforethey could be questioned. Even attemptsto gaininformationform

=lvesand Biatatriggered this strange suicide reaction, which may bedueto

‘oretheKing at the beginning of the Nobl€ s Tournament. He expressed his
t that aided himin the battle and claimed that victory would not have been

1|§<NNob|I|tg/ and L ocal Heroes L ost
ithout a Trace

Onthe second day of August, alarge group of prominent Ravenholt citizensincluding many of the Duchy’shigh nobility
vanished and has not been heard from since. Their disappearanceiscurrently assumed to bethework of Nikijo, apowerful and
evil being who first appeared in Ravenholtin July 595.

Nikijo, Morpheus' predecessor asthelcon of Dream, and now acorrupted being of Nightmare, menaced Ravenholt last year
withalargegroup of powerful death knight minionswith unique powers. Hewasbelieved to be defeated at thetime, though he
threatened to return before he was cut down. Therewas no evidencethat hisdefeat wasonly temporary until very recently.

Ontheevening of August 1, amember of agroup dedicated to Order called the Joyous Guard cameto Ravenholt seeking aid

from DukeAndrosand DuchessAlexa Hebrought the newsthat Sir Colta, oneof Nikiin' =~ ==~ ~nawasin danger of taking
over and corrupting the Joyous Guard and requested agroup of fifty peopleto b’ “heforeit wastoo
late.

Many brave and formidabletownsfolk ralied to hiscall. Among thes SAltair,
Count Gaereth, and much of the noble courtsof Dragonshire, Arkhar nent
andworthy citizens. Thisimpressvefighting forceleft onMonday een
no sign of them sincethat moment. Their spiritshave not appearer’ th

them have been baffled. Baroness Ganthe and her court of Eastv a
Sseparate quest to try to regain acup that would be of aidin prote .
Those noble remaining have been distributed acrossthe duchy ,

and Viscount Andurasiscovering Dragonshire. Fast riderswere ]
not return, three heading south, onewest, and one north. Nor. d
warriors, however.

Withtheloss of the Duchess, both Counts, and two ???7?? out of fc .the
Duchy’smost prominent commoners, the seat of the Duchy hasbee. Atand

hopefor their safereturn.



PUBLIC NOTICES

Citizensof Ravenholt: | makeapleafor your understanding.
For decades, the Tinkerer has subjugated the clockwork people
under hisruleand under hiscontrol. Thistimeisat anend. |
havetakentheTinkerer’ sknowledgeand will put it to good use
to seethat our two peoplescan livein peacewith each other. |
and what isleft of the Tinkerer have merged to become one
great being of higher understanding. Hismortal death servesas
atrophy to theclockworksfor decades of oppression. | smply
ask that you allow usto exist in peace. We do not wish any
...Unpleasant confrontations. Until wemeet again...Harbinger,
King of Clockworks.

TotheBarony of Eastwyck,
Greet jobinwinning thetournament. | know how muchwork
itis. | heard your teamreally excelled..

To Derek Northridge: | have heard about your impressive
showing inthefighting tournament. Congratul ations on what
must have been an excellent job.

LOGANAPPOINTED DUCACSHERRIFF—

On June 16th 596 L ogan of Barrymoore assumed the duties
of Ducal sheriff of Ravenholt. The post had become vacant
with the ennobling of theformer Sheriff, BaronAlaricMalin-
ruin. Logan’s appoi ntment was sanctioned by DuchessAlexa
and Lord Magidtrate Ezariah MacHine.

Sheriff Loganiscurrently assisted by agroup called Omega,
withwhom hewas seen traveling about town thisAugust. The
Raven’sHerad wisheshimluck in hisnew and difficult post.

RAVEN' SHERALD WELCOMESNEW EDITOR

Asof thisissue, Lorel Westgladeisassuming dutiesof Editor-
in-chief of the Raven’sHerald. While sheintendsto make some
changes, Lorel assuresusthat submissionsfrom the peopl e of
Ravenholt will dwaysbewe comeinthisnewspaper.

“Inthepast it hasawaysbeen thesubmissionsfrom the people
that madethe Raven’sHerald redlly exciting,” the new editor
sad. Lettersto the Editor, Public notices, and thelikemakethe
Herald asort of public forum rather than amere bearer of news,
or ascandal sheet.”

Thenew editor alsowishesher readersto know that itisher
intention to present nothing but the true factsasnewsin the
Raven’'sHerad. If you notice any inaccuracies, oversightsor
other errorsinthisnewspaper, it isbecausethe staff wasmisin-
formed, not because of any maliciousintent to print fal sehood.
Pleasereport any such errorsto the Raven'sHerald so that a
correction noticecan beruninthenextissue.

Clockwor ks Rebel Against
Tinker

During thelast weekend in August, the clockwork creations
of themadman known asthe Tinkerer cameto Ravenholt with
the Tinkerer’snewest and greatest creation, Harbinger. The
mechanical creatures, commonly known asTic-tocks, setupa
carniva withvariouschdlengeswherecitizensmight earn passes
tothe Tinkerer’ sworkshop. The Tinkerer felt that Harbinger
represented hisfinal mastery of the art of tinkering and now
wanted to take apprenticesthat he might passon his know!-
edge. Those who he admitted to hisworkshop might be of -
fered the opportunity to become hisapprenticesaswell.

TheTinkerer, however, never had the chance to meet those
whowon hischallenges. When agroup of townsfolk including
Johann, Talin, Kain and Dougan wasescortedtothe Tinkerer’s
workshop by someof hisgreater clockworks, they found the
place aflame, with the smashed bodies of clockworkslittering
the ground. The group entered the building despite warnings
that it wasrigged to explode. They managed to rescue abadly
damaged L ucien, aclockwork whoiswell known to Raven-
halt.

From Lucien’saccount of what happened, and other sources,
it seemsthat Harbinger revolted against the Tinkerer, and took
over theleadership of thetic-tocks. Harbinger’sviolenceended
thereand heand the other clockworks supposedly wanted only
peace with humanity, however agroup calling itself “ the Blood
Alliance’ attacked them and caused much of thedestructionin
theworkshop. The Blood Alliance isagroup of humanswho
harbor grudgesagaing Tic-tocksfor their past assault on Raven-
holt; many of them suffered personally at their hands, or lost
loved onesto the clockwork’ sattack. Onemember whowould
not state hisname urgesthat the people of Ravenholt crush this
menacebeforeitistoo late. Healso pointsout that it wasonly
four yearsago that the cl ockworksassaulted thetown of Raven-
halt.

Thenight after Harbinger’ srebellion, the clockwork known
as Chronosreturned to Ravenholt with obvious modifications
making him more combat capable, and told thetownsfolk that
Harbinger had amessagefor the people of Ravenholt. A large
group followed himto wheremany tic-tockswerelaboringin-
dustrioudy in some unknown project. Thereanimage of Har-
binger appeared to them to announce that he had absorbed the
Tinkerer’sknowledge and made himself ruler of the Clock-
works, but that he meant no harm to the people of Ravenholt,
and wishedtolivein peace. The peopleof Ravenholt canonly
hopethat hiswarlike preparationswere meant asameans of
defenseonly and that hisdesirefor peaceissincere.

Theexact fate of the Tinkerer remainsunknown at thistime,
asdo many detail sabout Harbinger and why herebelled against
hiscreator. Document pertainingtothe Tinkerer’sresearch are
being examined for moreinformation.



News From the Mystic Wood

At the opening of the Gathering of NoblesonAugust 2, Baron Ganthe Overwind of Eastwyck reported to all those gathered
thefollowing newsfrom her investigationsinto the disgppearances of al Mystic Wood Elvesthroughout the Duchy of Ravenholt.

“Inour continuin~‘—

*~einto themissing family and friends of the Mystic Wood Elf race, the Court of Eastwyck has

conclude “nbably related to the magical shockwavethat spread acrossthe Duchy on the after-
noon - ~earances have been report sincetheir mysteri ous di sappearance on our around
T around the Kingdom that have journeyed to Ravenholt and have seen the

th

‘assand lonliness and none have ventured into theWood itself.”
‘observing adeclineinlifewithinthewood itself. | dispatched Sir Victar
‘report any findings. After two days, Sir Victar reported that it appeared
oneinto hiding or hibernation or had left thewood itsalf. Thetreesand
yintothefal ritua of sheddingit’sleavesathoughtheusua display of
xing. Itisbeieved by several mystic wood elvesthat visited only two

n behind our missing friendsand family and His Grace, DukeAndros,
tionforwardto Baroness Gantheto aid her investigations

Baron vu.wui Faces Challenges With
timism

QR

Capulusisavery difficult barony to rfule, both because of its past history, and its current
problems. But the newly appointed Baron Johann feelsthat heisup to the challenge. Heas-
sumed therule of Capul usthismonth when Baron Alaric wasmade Dukeand Protectorate, and
heisno stranger to leadership before thismost recent appointment. Baron Johann must face
among other things, the Curse of Capulus, the shadow of itsinfamous former barons, and
possible Sessuar invasion.

However, Baron Johann told the Raven’sHerald that for him, the greatest challenge comes
from the people of Capulus, “Most severeof al challengesisteaching the peoplethe proper
means by whichthey should be governed. The peoplehavelearned thelessons of the M ontesgue
and Sagramorelinesthat ruleisby adark and oppressiveforce. They fear their leaders, and fear
isnot themeansby which | wishtorule, nor isit themost effective.”

Baron Johann expressed gratitude and admiration for former BaronAlaric and the court heleft
to hissuccessor. Hecadled Alaric“ An excellent leader who made greet stridesin avery difficult
position. Not just in changing the villainousrule of the previous Barons, but doing sowhile
mai ntai ning the strength that has been the hallmark of thisbarony.” He also spokein glowing
termsof the court that Vandal had assembled, prior toAlaric’stenure, which Alaric had main-
tained..

Though optimistic, Baron Johannisvery aware of thechalengesand difficultiesthat hefaces.
Headmitted to being worried about the Curse, though heiscertain that hecan defeat it, with his
prior experience.

When asked about hisnotorious predecessors, the Baron replied, “ Sagramore haslong been
my enemy, and | havelong been his. It doesnot change with my being Baron of Capulus....\We
will find hisweaknessand exploit that to seehisend. Hisrule hereisover, and | am Baron of
Capulus”

Baron Johann plansto strengthen Capul usthrough peaceful methods, such astradeand dli-
anceswith their neighbors. He hopestoincrease the confidence of the Capulan peopleinthe
possibility of prosperity under benevolent rule. With hiswife standing proudly at hisside, the
Baron stated that “ It will take timefor the peopleto understand, but my leadership and the
strength of thefine court which remainsfromAlaric will advance Capulusin military strength,
commerce, and unity, whilethey seethat we do not have dark secretshidden from them.”

New Nobles
Named

DuringtheKing'svist, severd
noblestook the opportunity to
makenew noblesor tore-swear
old oathsinthepresenceof King
Mykel. Duchess Alexa made
AleenaEndicott Enfield her per-
sond squireinabrief but touch-
ing ceremony in which the
strong friendship between the
two womenwasclearly appar-
ent. Thenoblesof Capulusre-
swore their oaths to Baron
Alaric, andtheKinghimsdlf re-
ceived their oathsin Alaric’s
name. Sir Victdar of Eastwyck
a so made Mastorium of East-
wyck hissguire, damingthat he
expected that theformer West-
march Lord would teach him
more about being nobility than
he could ever hope to teach
Story. Count Gaereth also
made three knights of Arkham
before the king, including
Duggin the Dwarf. Unfortu-
nately the Raven’sHerald was
unableto learnthefull namesof
thesethreeknights;, they will be
announced and congratulatedin
thenextissue.



In early August, Ravenholt
was suddenly inundated with
grange, wraith-like cregtures of
Shadow, bone, and blood.
They came heralded by
Thorick Ironcall of the Order
of the White Raven, who
warned that they had escaped
an old confinement and were
looseinthearea

The wraiths had originally
been discovered by Duke Ba-
sil Ravenhurst when hefirst
came to the land that would
become Ravenholt. He sent
elitetroopsarmed with weap-
ons of purpose to dispatch
them, but they wereonly able
to drive them back and con-
finetheminacavewithaPro-
scriberitud versusundeed. This
proscribe was evidently de-
stroyed by the magical shock
wave that recently hit the
Duchy, andthe creatureswere
freed towreak havoc uponthe
land.

Thewraithsproved difficult
foesfor even the battle-hard-
ened people of Ravenholt,
largely because of the power-
ful Shadow Wraiths that led
them. They launched into a
berserker frenzy when they
were severely damaged,

Citizens and

Wraiths | nvade Ravenholt

swinging very powerful blows
and requiring afighter’sstron-
gest blow or aspell of at |east
Lightning Storm strength to
harm them. They could infest
theshadowsof peoplethey had
brought down upon thefield.
They later emerged from the
shadowsof effected citizensin
largenumberswhilethey were
restingintheir homes, envel-
oping entirebuildingsintheir
darkness and causing much
destruction.

Inorder to defeat thewraiths,
first it wasnecessary to under-
stand them. Many braveciti-
zensventuredintoacavewhere
they foundthemsdvesreliving
an ancient battle. From what
they witnessed, and from other
clues, they wereableto piece
together the events that had
created thewraiths,

A hundred years ago, Cecil
‘Swordhand’ Eastwyck came
toquell goblinhodtilitiesinthis
area. A small goblintribe of -
fered to make a truce, and
Cecil sent acontingent to meet
withthemin acavenear mod-
ern-day Ravenholt. However
it turned out to be atrap engi-
neered by arebel Nimani lord,

and Cecil’s people were all
daughtered. Thecarnagewas
made complete by sometrai-
torsin Cecil’s own regiment
who prevented themfrom|leav-
ing the caveand escaping. Be-
forethe sergeant in charge of
thedoomed contingent fell, he
ladacursewithhislast bresth
that noneof their spiritswould
rest until the land was con-
gueredfor hisliege. Thevio-
lent wraiths overrunning
Ravenholt were the twisted
remnants of these once proud
souls.

Inorder tolay thewraithsto
rest and removetheir menace
to the peace of Ravenholt, it
was necessary to recover the
twelve weapons of purpose
originaly wielded by Basil’s
troops to drive the wraiths
back. Severa groupsof adven-
turersorganized by SquireBai-
liwick Stormhaven of East-
wyck descended into aseri”
of cavestoretrievethem

Oncetheweaponshe
recovered, their w
named them and ¢
them in aritual po
hundreds of crysta
gainedfromdanw
had been gathered tc

Spirit of Cecil Eas.

Lady Quin of the Ducal
Household. The Raven'sHer-
addwasunabletogainafull list
of all the twelve heroes who
wielded the weapons of pur-
pose, but they included Duch-
essAlexa, Arracor Sormhaven
of Anvil, Bosk Wolffe of
Dragonshire, Borax of Storm-
watch, Ethdred, Sr Grimof the
Ducal Household, Houlie
MacHineof theBdjar gypsies,
and Malace of Eastwyck.

All that remained was for
these weaponsto be brought
to battle, an afull host of war-
riorsof Ravenholt joined them
inreturning to the cavewhere
theorigind betraya took place
acentury ago. There, through
theagency of moreof thecrys-
tal essences, they fought the
same battle that Cecil’s men
had logt, facinahnrde=nf rebd
Nim~

Evenwhilethewraithsof hissoldiersravaged Ravenholt, Cecil “ Swordhand” Eastwyck’spast u.
in other waysaswell. The spirit of thefirst baron of Eastwyck returned to Ravenholt in May to s
Eastwyck, and ask for their aid. ThisAugust they were ableto make progressin fulfilling hispleasfor help.

When Cecil Eastwyck had won theland that became hisbarony from the barbarians during the Goblin Wars, the Barbarians
killed hisfamily in vengeance. A barbarian spellcaster named Greywhisper trapped their spirits somehow, and even after his
death, they haveremainedintorment to thisday. Cecil’ sspirit cameto Ravenholt seeking helpinrel easing them, but only certain
peoplewere ableto see or interact with him:the current court of Eastwyck, Naeryck Northridge, Jatrina Sartosa, and Houlie,
Ezariah, and Stack-0-lee MacHine, whose ancestor Waylan MacHinefought with Cecil inthewars.

Inorder to help Cecil and hisfamily, it wasnecessary to retrieve several itemsassociated with them. Thefirst necessary item
wasthe staff of Greywhisper. which wasrecovered successfully. Progress has been madetowardsthe next step, but the quest
to freethe deceased Baron’sfamily isnot yet compl ete.



