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Courage and Honor

Septemb er, 600

His Grace, Duke Maxi-
millian Greystone, hasde-
clared aDuchy-wideHoli-
day on January 1st, 601, in
celebration of theAnniver-
sary of our Victory over the
Sessuar Emperium. He
asks that the populace lay
aside all work and join in
the festivities, which will

Unusual

A Celebration of Peacel

begin onthe eveof Decem-
ber 31st with afeast, danc-
ing, and displays of magic
and artistry. Smaller fes-
tivities will be held in the
Baronial capitalsfor those
who cannot attend the ac-
tivitiesin the capital.
Craftspeople are asked to
bring their wares for dis-

Spider Activity

Concerns Ducal Forces

Reports have reached
the Raven'sHerald that the
Ducal forces established
around Ravenholt proper
have been experiencingSg-
nificant problems with an
unusual number of Giant
Spiders in the area. Giant
Spidersthemselvesare not
usually very tough physi-
cally, but are considered
deadly because of their poi-
sonous bite and their abil-
ity to usetheir webs as of -
fensive attacks, ensnaring
unwary passerby before
they have a chance to es-
cape. Giant Spidersausu-
aly quite aggressive, and
have been known to travel

inpacks, but until now they
wereusualy foundinsmall
groups, well spread apart
from one another, with
only as many living in an
areathat the prey can sup-
port.

However, atotal of six
separate squadrons of Du-
cal Army forces have re-
cently failed to report for
duty, and two members of
these squadrons have res-
urrected with reports of
large numbersof Giant Spi-
ders acting in wholly un-
natural ways. They re-
ported that the Giant Spi-
ders were using what ap-
pear to becomplex military
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play and performersshould
prepare their best works.
Brewers are being com-
missioned to bring their
best wares, while the
Duke’'s own Head Chef,
Hacks, isoverseeing abevy

pected to bein attendance.

HisGracewill hold Com-
moners Court all day on
the 31<t, prior to the onset
of the celebrations, for
those who wish to bring
forward concernsabout the

of butchers, bakers, and
other cooks to prepare
food for the hundreds ex-

Vigit from Prince Kevynn
Blackfox

At the long End-of-Summer gathering, His Highness
Prince Kevynn Blackfox camefor avisit. His primary
reason to visit was to congratulate His Grace, Duke
Maximillian Greystone, on the successful completion
of aquest the Prince had given His Grace.

By rebuilding the Duchy of Ravenholt, Duke Greystone
has made the effortsthat made him worthy to accept the
bond of theland. Inasolemn ceremony attended by most
of thetown, Prince Blackfox shared hisland-bond with
Duke Greystone, thus strengthening the land and mak-
ing agreat step toward thefull cleansing of the Duchy.
Upon being accepted by Tyrra, Duke Greystone declared,
“The battle has only just begun. We shall persevere as
we continue to make this Duchy the strongest and most
beautiful Duchy inthelandsof Evendarr!”

The Prince also spent some time re-acquainting him-
self with the people of Ravenholt. He spokewith some
of the commoners during his open court, and met at
length with each of the noble courtsin aseriesof closed-
door sessions.
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ongoing rebuilding of the
Duchy.



Pantherghasts Attack!

Asthe September gather-
ing began, the citizens of
Ravenholt felt the cold
dread and fear of severdl
Pantherghasts’ approach.
Dwarves, Elves, Sarr, and
Humans were all gripped
with the feeling of being
hunted and watched, and
before the night had ended,
the creatures were seen on
the field. Later that eve,
Baron Johann led a group
through the harsh and
tracklesswildernesstofind
the Elven Pantherghast.
They were apparently
called out of bed for help
after it slew Guildmaster
KanonAndrews, Viscount-
ess Tristemere Mirabad,
and Ashmont, Head of
Guild Security. Calls for
help summoned agroup of
Elves and others to the
Guildto hunt theterrifying
creature. It was dain, and
left behind abottlelater de-
termined to be its own.
Ashmont, who died hisper-
manent death, wasrestored
tolifeby aboon, channeled
through Sir Valamar of
Cumberland, from an un-
known source.

As the gathering
wore on, the other
Pantherghastswere spotted
and pursued, although they
eluded capture for many

hours. The Elven hunter was
not spotted again, presum-
ably because of its bottle.
Sunday afternoon, a De-
stroy Greater Earth Magic
formal was performed on
the Elven bottle, cast by
Guildmistress Keylandra
Dirath. It appeared to take
its normal affect. Baron
Moonwind, Sir Valamar,
and a few others relent-
lessly attacked the Sarr
hunter without the benefit
of havingaSarrtoadinthe
fight. Asdawn broke, they
proved victorious, gaining
the aid of an early-rising
Sarr.
Sunday evening, the
Elven Pantherghast reap-
peared, to thedismay of the
Elves nearby. It proved
moreelusivethat time, and
whileit was about, the Hu-
man hunter also took the
field. Soon after, the
Dwarven Pantherghast ap-
peared. All of the Dwarves
inthetown rallied together
and with the support of their
teamsand other townsfolk,
they defeated the
Pantherghast and took its
bottle. The Human
Pantherghast was also
hunted and dain that night,
and according toreports, its
bottlewasnot retrieved.
In the end, the forces of

Ravenholt triumphed, and
the formal magics were
defended long enough for
the destruction of the re-
covered bottles. It is be-
lieved that the bottles of the
Elven and Dwarven
Pantherghasts were de-
stroyed, although because
of the misconception of
which circlethese destroys
had to be cast at, the Elven
Pantherghast is still at
large.

Continued from page 1
tactics, such asdividing the
Ducal forces into small
sectionsthrough the use of
terrain and traps, and the
goal of the Spiders seemed
to be capture, rather than
killing for food. Strangest
of all, once the Ducal
forceswere captured, they
wereheldlikecaptives, in-
stead of being rolled into
websand killed. The cap-
tured scouts told an amaz-
ing tale of actually being
carried about gently by the
Spiders, beingfed and given
water at regular intervals,
and protected from other
monsters that approached
the areas were they were
being held. Thetwo scouts
died, unfortunately, before
they could ascertainthefate
of their captured brethren.

Following what littlethe

Ducal scoutscould remem-
ber of their capture, a"nest”
of sortswasrecently found.
Thenest wasabandoned, but
its size and contents has
many Ducal officials con-
cerned. Eyewitness re-
portstell of aquarter-mile
areaof the Eastwyck forest
festooned with theremains
of large spider webs, and
the desiccated corpses of
animals and humanoids,
each drained of al lifeand
bodily fluids, hanging like
perverted leaves from the
massivetrunksof thetrees.
In the center of this area
was what appeared to be a
rough shelter likeahuman-
oid would make, withabed,
writing-table and pen, sev-
eral books, and humanoid
foodstuffs. Whomever or
whatever this individual
was, they apparently had no
fear of the Spiders, and
many are concerned that
this humanoid may be re-
sponsible for the Spider's
renewed attacks, great
numbers, and apparent sin-
gularity of purpose, per-
hapsthough somemeans of
control. If the concerns of
theDucal forcesareproven
true, and these beasts are
now under some form of
control or guidance, they
could make for a formi-
dablearmy indeed.



Public Notices

The Raven’s Herald is hiring reporters and regular
columnists. We pay afew silver for agood lead and up
to five gold for finished well-edited work. If you are
interested, please send a missive to Holly Castleton,
editor-in-chief.

Reward for | nfor mation regarding the whereabouts
and safety of thewarrior Cadoc and hislady Anwyn, of
the Dasha Morbihan. Please send word to Ajahana
Sheylan, care of the Healers Guild of Neridia's Gate.

Warrior SeeksHealer: In my twilight years| find |
do not avoid therain of daggersupon my back as often
as| should. I'mtired of wondering whether I’ [| wake up
inthe morning. If you' re an elven or mystic healer be-
tween the ages of 120 and 160 who wantsto share safe
walksaong theriver and can protect mefromharm, I'm
looking for you. Send word care of this paper. -Sir
Lonelyhearth

TheDark Lionsare assembling adetailed map of the
areaaround the Capitol. Teams who assist the Pridein
thisendeavor will be paid in Gold and given acopy of
the completed map. Please contact Captain Greymeir
for more information.

Eastw¥eck Garrisons

Latelast month, alarge group of unknown brigandsas-
saulted several Ducal garrisons within the Barony of
Eastwyck within severa daysof each other. Theunknown
group, numbering abovetwenty capablewarriors& cast-
ers, quickly stormed their intended target, mostly arms
storage areas, incapacitating any defenders within be-
fore removing al supplies kept there. No deaths were
reported inany of theraidsthroughout the Barony. These
brigands, described as clad in nondescript clotheswith
covering hoods or face wraps to prevent identification
are believed to be the same group that struck an armed
caravan earlier thisyear in the Barony of Cumberland.
Indl, it was estimated that over one hundred weapons &
fifty suits of armor were stolen in the raids as well as
assorted tools to make & repair these items. Baron
Johann of Eastwyck immediately dispatched the East-
wyck Rangersin pursuit of thisat large group. Any in-
formation concerning these raids is asked to be for-
warded to Sheriff Wolfstar, whomisinvestigating these
recent brigand raids throughout the Duchy.

S

War Recovery Progressing

With the second anniversary of the end of the Sessuar
War approaching, signs of recovery throughout the
Duchy weredowly appearing. Many farmsreported suc-
cessful harvestsfor thisyear yet much needed millsto
grind the wheat & storage buildings are being packed
tight as both are still in short supply. It is estimated it
may take two months for mills within the Barony of
Eastwyck to convert their entire harvest. The Barony of
Westmarch meanwhile, reports that a third iron mine
was reopened recently, having been closed for almost
four years. Themuch needed orewill be awelcome ad-
dition to the Duchy’s supplies that have seen little re-

laxation of war rationing status due to low production
throughout the Duchy. Skilled labor isa so in short sup-
ply within the Duchy dueto huge losses suffered by our
citizens during the great conflict. It is with relief that
His Grace announced last month that all citizenswithin
the Duchy will have shelter this upcoming winter with
new homes having just been completed in many towns
& villagesthrough out the Duchy. With alarge harvest
& shelter for al, thiswinter looksto beless harsh than
previous winters since the war for the citizens of our
Duchy.



Orphanage Founded

As part of hisunflagging
efforts to rebuild the
Duchy to even greater
heights than its previous
glory, His Grace, Duke
Maximillian Greystone,
has announced that severa
steps being taken for the
further alleviation of the
suffering caused by thewar
against the forces of the
Sessuar Imperium.

His Grace hasannounced
the creation of a new Or-
phanage, currently
being con-

Bake Sdle. Many tempting
sweets and confections
will beofferedfor sale, and
the proceeds of the sale
will be used for thereloca-
tion of displaced Ravenholt
familiesto northern Cum-
berland and Capulus.

On the evening of Octo-
ber 2, 600, an auction spon-
sored by the Armies of
Ravenholt will takeplacein
the capitol city of Raven-
holtintheTavern. ltemsto

besoldwill in-
clude rare

structed on "'"Ff _— A produc-
the outskirts ;‘%, ~ £ S tion
of Raven- -ﬁ R compo-
holt, on the §Fi o . | nents,
Westmarch \ g i Formal
border. The Ritual
Orphanagewill Magic
be dedicated to the Scrolls and
surviving childrenorphaned  components, as well as
by thewarsthat Ravenholt weaponsand armor of sur-
hassuffered. Althoughthe passing strength and dura-

Orphanage is to be spon-
sored by the Ravenholt
military, any and all dona-
tions will be accepted, be
they of material goods, ser-
vicesor coin. Please con-
tact Captain Greymeir of
the Dark Lions, or the Du-
cal Household for morein-
formation.
Ontheafternoon of Octo-
ber 2, 600, the Armies of
Ravenholt are sponsoring a

bility. All areinvitedto at-
tend, asall proceeds of the
auction will be used as
compensation for thefami-
lies of those that have per-
manently died in the War
against the Sessuar.
HisGrace stated that there
are several more plans in
the works for other meth-
odsof aidfor victimsof the
war, which will be an-
nounced in duetime.

Ducal Astrologers See
Bright TimesAhead

Astrologersthroughout the duchy have been reporting
promising visions and generally positive visions about
the realm of late. It has been determined that severa
who reported a sense of 1oss and emptiness now report
asense of anticipation.

The Duke sown astrol ogersreport that upcoming weeks
may prove somewhat difficult for travelers. Itishighly
recommended that those abroad come to roost in the
relative safety of onetown or another. One seer recom-
mendsthat caravanstravel with extrasecurity.

The October gathering at Ravenholt may prove highly
eventful, asitisknown that in the dark of anearly new
moon, thistime of year often sees heightened activity
from both the Graveyard of the Four Windsand the He-
roes’ Graveyard. While some may benefit from the po-
tential for ancestral visits, astrologers warn that other
spiritsmay bring painful memories of thewar.
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Prince Kevynn left Sunday to continue histour of his
lands after expressing his pleasure at the strides taken
against the foes of Ravenholt, and offering his advice
and suggestions on how to continue improvements.
Long live Duke Greystone,
Long live PrinceKevynn,
Long liveKing Mykel!

Sir Alan Moonwind,
Baron of Cumberland

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself; | am
Holly Castleton, the newest editor-in-chief of the Raven’s Herald.

Growing up in Ravenholt, | was often aware of big newsthat never
seemed to make the Herald. As | am now painfully aware, the re-
sources of the reporting staff are limited, and as such, we cannot be
everywhere to record news in-the-making. | plan to place my field
reportersin town as often as possible. If you have newsyou are just
bursting to share with the duchy, please don’t hesitate to send me a
missive or to speak with our reporters. Be famous and revered as a
hero —be in the Raven's Herald!




